MINDIAN VELOCETTE SINGLE

SOVIET KNIGHT

The new custom-
built Ural with BMW-
based engine. Real
touring comfortand
easy maintenance.
Shaftdrive. Classic
bikes taken in part

SUSPENSION UNITS

Complete pairs with Chrome or Black
Springs. 2yearunl|m|ted mileage guarantee.
PAIRS
.... £69.50
. £89.50
. £98.00

Standard Units
Classic Shrouded Type (1I|ustrated)
Velocette Type

AJS Matchless (less yokes) £121 50 )
Trail Bike Twin Spring Type . £79.50 exchange.
Black Springs —all sizes ... . £20.00 Prices from £2,400.

Chrome Springs — all sizes.
Spring Covers — Black..
Spring Covers — Chrome

WHEELBUILDING

RIMS READY DRILLED
Akront Flanged (Borrani style WM 1/2/3
Akront Flangeless WM 1/2/3...
Akront Flangeless 2.50/2-75in.
Akront Flangeless 300/425 ........

Stainless Steel (Polished) WM 1/2
Italian Chrome WM 1/2/3 ..........

British Chrome WM 1/2/3

v Brockholme, Seaton Road, Hornsea,
‘ UE ﬂl_ North Humberside.

matas Tel: 0964 533878 Fax: 0964 534560

)

AGREED VALUE
CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE

FOR OWNERS AGE 26 OR OVER RESIDENT IN GREAT Bmﬂﬂ-

AGREED VALUE LIMITED MILEAGE

e
e

Spoke and Nipple 12.10. 9. 8 Stainless set
Universal Spoke Nipple Spanner

| WHEELBUILDING

-Wheel Build including Galanvanised Spok . £26.50> -
Wheel Build with AkrgntRim\\,NM 1/2/3?0 o : X INSURA"CE ron BanISH :
Wheel Build with Stainless rim WM 1/2/3... 4 faeey ‘ ' ; :
Wheel Build with Italian-chrome rim WM 1/. . E CI'ASSIC MOTOR CI.ES
Wheel Build with British chrome rim WM 1/2/3..... £69.50 ' UNDERWRITTEN BY LEADING INSURERS
afali)néessdifleel Spokes extra Overseas Customers =
ub Beadblasted and lacquer or paint
B oD De’gzgﬁ%‘f/z% WE ALSO COVER YOUR CLASSIC CARS AND

“/EVERYDAY’’ CARS/MOTORCYCLES
HAGON PRODUCTS LTD * PLEASE PHONE TODAY FOR A QUOTATION *
350 HIGH ROAD, LEYTON, LONDON E10 6QQ KELVEDON (0376]} 573033 : \

TEL: 081-556 9200 081-556 4447 081-539 8416

y BOAL % 3
24-HOUR FAX: 081-556 3295 - 4 4
1 )
;\‘ m & V/‘ = NORTON COM MAN Do
'/‘ L\‘ % L\‘ CactoryPurts 4
ke . N ~ b . AMERICAN]
s [EXPRESS N . .
FAIR SP AR ES BUETEE epEE e e i The Indian Velocette was conceived
~ 990590 12VOLT POSITIVEEARTH ZENERDIODE ......oo0..oiioo i £18.00 £15.00° ‘ 2 10 fe s
96/98 Cannock Road 030303 3 PHASEKIT C/WINSTRUCTIONS — LUCAS, 5 YEAR GUARANTEE . = £140.00 . -£120.00 | in America, built in Italy and had
e Terrace, Burntwood, | G505 SoeefnlENIOVAAIN AEARIG EACH - me B W  British engine /John Pearson
: ; 064118 . 'SUPERBL EA ¢ ; | ]
Chase Terrace, Burntwood, 064247 STEERING DAMPER KIT C/W FITTINGS... ... £50.00 £42.50
StafisWS72IP 067078 REVERSE GONESILENCER BAGH i 11! . 000 £2500
~ . 6197 E ,EACH ..i...........c.. : .00*
Phone: 0543 278008 | - ocaces:  WIAING HARNESS COMMANDOPRE Wi e ) LR TR
2032 TWISTGRIP7/8 BARS DOHERTY ................. i . S .
Fax: 0543 274775 069424  NORVIL LONG SIDE PANEL, YELLOW. PAIR .. £37.00 £32.00 In the late sixties, like hY
062028 S/S COMMA EADLAMP BRA : 3 . ; ; ;
061484 S/SISOLASTIC HEAD STEADY .... £72.00 £62.00 Ztllslers_ beforter and since, t te
065867 . : can entrepreneur want-
UK 15% P&P' 063423 FORK STANCHIONS - LONG ROADHOLDER, PAIR. £45.00 £38.00 e PrS
064283 EXTERNAL OILFILTERKIT C/WPIPES........."... £26.00 £22.00 ed to revive the Indian marque.
Europe 20% P&P 069172 S/SFASTBACKGRABRAIL.............. £24.00 £21.00
: 061122 TAILLIGHT FAIRING — EARLY MODELS . £32.00 £28.00 It never happened. The former west coast
The Rest of World 30% P&P 063849 NORVIL 12inch DISC FULL FLOAT .................... . £70.00 £60.00 | Lo dol "
% Post at cost other destinati STD 750 NORVIL BELT DRIVE PRIMARY KiT ROAD . ©. £200.00 £169.50 Indian distributor and publishing magnate
ostatcost other destinations STD 750 NORVIL BELT DRIVE PRIMARY KIT RACE £210.00 £180.00 \ died in 1970 without fulfilling his ambition
| .
i of resuming full-scale manufacture of the
& i) » famous V-twins.
M oor— | _
AD DOGS & ENGLISHI“EN QL\‘J ’;9 8 o y ea rs o ’ d .’ Clymer did, however, manage to get
. Va,, some Indian-badged machines into the
: 3 S 5
Mo tor CyCle ] ourneys in ( X )L To celebrate over 80 years of Watsonian \ showrooms. After obtaining the rights to
. ; \OI'H sidecars we are making a special series use the Indian name, he experimented
Soutk Indla ’l of Jubilee classic models with extra I
traditional features. This GP Jubilee is unsuccessfully with a couple of prototypes
: 2 : : e just one of our range whichalso includes S 5 S, o
Touring through troplgal, exotic South Ind}a, cruising along i R L = 7?0cc (45cu in) ScoPt built in a'sso'c1a
golden beaches, past miles of green paddy fields and coconut trailers. tion with the German Miinch organisation,
palms and all on a classic Enfield Bullet motorcycle — what e and an Indian-Horex. There were also a
. . FOUNDED 1921 g
better way to explore mystic India? number of European-engined Indian
Be adventurous and come and join our informal touring nla“ yoew snerars, Wit Gresnioorcyce ‘ minibikes. However, the only real motor-
groups between November and April. SIDECAR S B Tel e cycle to be produced for sale was an Anglo-
lub Motorcycles, rowmarsh Classic . 5 .
MadD & Englishmen Watsonian-Squire Limited, Northwick gZQiS'fa;ée!O‘ f‘d ;:ﬂrmmg%ﬁmgmw’ﬂvmv Italian hybrid — the Indian Velo.
a 0gs nglis Business Centre, Blockley, Glos GL56 9RF el e kibeer | WWe saidin February’s e ion Robin
33 The Oval, Benton, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE12 9PP Tel: Blockley (0386) 700907 CharnwoodClassic TSI o | : ;
- 091 266 4513 PRI s R Higgiicote Coumie,  Vieherilifoss S Markey’s 1957 Indian Apache that the Indi-
Telephone/Fax. 09 Contact us for a brochure or see this sidecar Leics Ll 18828 Hedingham, Essex CO93LB ) ¥ )
\ a the following addresses Feclosojsszss e J an name survived after the Springfield, p»

44 CLASSIC BIKE JULY 1993 JULY 1993 CLASSIC BIKE 45




<

s

JULY 1993 CLASSIC BIKE 47




MULTINATIONAL

continued

Authentic and original
rvid Myhre’s Indian Velo has travelled
just 2000 miles in 23 years. The French-
town, New Jersey, building construc-

tion company owner added the Anglo-Italian

hybrid to his 50-machine collection about five
years ago, but only recently put it on the road.

‘I bought it from the original owner, who
used it occasionally for two or three years and
then parked it,” he said. “‘When I got the bike
it was just as it is now, except it was kinda
dusty and scruffy.”

All it needed was a thorough clean and

MINDIAN VELOGETTE SINGLE

vuosoo

polish, a carburettor strip and some fresh oil.

The front tyre was in poor condition, but
Arvid obtained a new-old-stock Pirelli Super
Sport — the original fitment.

He planned to ride the Indian in Daytona’s
‘Pace Ride’, the parade of machines that tra-
ditionally kicks off AHRMA's race day at the
annual Florida festival. Unfortunately, when
Arvid tried to start the bike the nipple broke
off the carburettor end of the choke cable,
dropping down inside the air cleaner along
with some choke components. There was no
time to strip the air cleaner, and he couldn’t
risk starting the engine without removing the

offending items, so he missed his ride around
the historic banked circuit.

The story doesn’t end there, because in his
disappointment Arvid forgot to switch off the
ignition. So when Classic Bike turned up to ride

the Indian not only did the cable nipple and &

choke components have to be retrieved, but
the battery needed a fast charge before the

bike would start. Our thanks go to the {9

extremely helpful Stuart Rogers. The Day-
tona-winning Norton ace from Wisbech,
Cambs, is a friend of Arvid’s, and he took on
the fiddly task of removing and refitting the
air cleaner.

Massachusetts, factory ceased production,
albeit as a badge-engineering exercise on a
variety of British machines.

Clymer also went shopping in Britain for
his engine — at Velocette’s Hall Green,
Birmingham, factory. The 500cc ohv
Venom motor was bolted into a
lightweight Italian frame at Leopoldo Tar-
tarini’s Ttaljet factory in Bologna.

Tartarini was involved in various projects
with British links in the 1960s. Italjet made
a 160cc Ariel prototype-as a potential BSA
Bantam replacement, and the Grifon, a
handsome but little-known Italjet model,
built around Triumph’s 650cc Bonneville
unit.

Italjet slotted the Velocette engine and
gearbox into a full duplex frame very sim-
ilar to the Grifon’s.

there’s the high-camshaft single cylinder
Velocette motor. This is probably one of the
most aesthetically appealing of all time, but
there’s an indisputable pre-war stamp on

it. To me, this looks uncomfortable amidst

the seventies’ brashness. However, our
design editor Peter Allen likes it, so what
do I know?

- Starting the Indian Velo proved straight-
forward if a precise procedure was adhered
to. Flood the carburettor, pull on the han-
dlebar valve-lifter and ease the piston past
compression, then swing on the short kick-
start lever. It always thumped readily into
life, hot or cold, emitting a raucous note
through the reverse-cone megga-style
exhaust silencer.

The Indian weighs 401bs less than a typ-
ical Velocette single, a fact that is apparent

The package of Italian
proprietary components
included Marzocchi
telescopic front forks,
18in Borrani wheel rims
and full-width Grimeca
brakes: a twin-leading-
shoe drum at the front
with a single leading
shoe at the rear.

Around 100 Indian
Velos were built, half of
which reached the Unit-
ed- States. g

%

Following

This > .

lean, light
and very

taut

% motorcycle

just taking it off the
stand. On the move,
while there is the
Venom's delightful flex-
ibility allied with strong,
effortless power, you
know you are definitely
not riding a Velocette.
This is a lean, light and
very - taut motorcycle.
Forget the Venom's rela-
tive comfort-and long-
legged ability, the Indian
is a street racer with firm

Clymer’s death, the =

remaining 50 were sold

in Britain through Geoff Dodkin’s South
London Velocette dealership.

According to Rod Burriss’ book Velocette,
51 Indian Velo machines had the rorty
41bhp Venom Thruxton motor. This
engine’s go-faster package included a 1%in-
bore Amal GP carburettor, a modified
cylinder head with massive 2in inlet valve
and a 9:1 compression piston.

Arvid Myhre’s machine featured here is
one of the remainder, featuring the more
tractable and user-friendly standard
Venom motor. It has a 30mm Amal Con-
centric carburettor, which Velocette fitted
to some models after its introduction in
1967. Compression ratio is 8.3:1 and max-
imum power output 34bhp.

All Indian Velos had Lucas coil ignition,
which Velocette used from 1969 until their
own demise in February 1971. Lighting
equipment and switches were all sourced
in Italy from CEV, while the speedo and
tacho are both British Smiths.

My thoughts about the Indian Velo’s
looks are mixed. Initially I thought it
looked pretty, in a lean and rakish sort of
way. But after a longer study, I became
aware that the machine represented a clash
of design cultures.

I mean, there’s the typically seventies
styling and a sort of candy-apple metallic
bronze and white paint scheme. But then

suspension and uncom-
fortable seat.

But it is a fine handling machine: quick
steering, stable and manoeuvrable. It
inspires confidence to pitch hard into turns,
using all the available ground clearance.
Eventually, cornering excesses are restrict-
ed by the side stand on left-handers and
the exhaust to the right.

Braking is commendable, too. The twin-
leading-shoe Grimeca proved reassuringly
powerful. It was rather lacking in feel,
however, and maybe this was a symptom
of the machine’s lengthy hibernation,
which will improve when Arvid Myhre has
clocked up a few more miles.

With the benefit of hindsight, it is easy
to understand why the Indian Velo was not

a great success. It was hampered by a°

$1400 (£939 at current exchange rates)
price tag in the US — another $95 would
have bought a 750cc Honda Four.

And in Britain, Geoff Dodkin sold the
Venom-engined mod-
els for £525, with the
Thruxton  version
costing a mere £25
more. That’s com-
parable to what
you would have paid
for a 750cc Norton
Commando or 650cc Tri-
umph Bonneville.&

Specifications

1970 Indian Velocette
ENGINE
Type single cyl, 4-stroke,
overhead-valve
Bore x stroke 86 x 86mm
Capacity 499cc
Compression ratio 8.3:1
Carburation 30mm Amal Concentric
Output 34bhp @ 6200rpm
Electrical Lucas dynamo, 6v
battery, coil ignition
TRANSMISSION =
Clutch multi-plate, wet
Gearbox 4-speed
Primary drive chain
CYCLE PARTS
Frame tubular duplex
Suspension (front): telescopic fork
(rear): swinging arm
Tyres (front): 3.25 x 18in
- (rear): 4.00 x 18in
Brakes (front): tis drum
(rear): sls drum
Wheelbase 56in (1422mm)
Seat height 32in (812mm)
Ground clearance  7in (177mm)
Kerb weight 360Ib (163kg)
Fuel capacity 3gal (13.7 litres)
0il capacity 0.5gal (2.3 litres)
PERFORMANCE .
Top speed 95mph (est)
43mpg (est)

Fuel consumption

PHOTOGRAPHY DAVID GOLDMAN
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